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ABOUT US

The Task Force on Arab Citizens of Israel promotes

American Jewish engagement with Israel that includes the complex realities and
current developments affecting Arab communities and Jewish-Arab relations on

the ground.

OUR WORK. Through programs, trainings, partnerships, publications,
and access to leaders and changemakers, the Task Force helps make these
issues a strategic and impactful part of American Jewish philanthropic,
educational, and communal engagement with Israel.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Brian Lurie, Co-Chair
President, Caroline and Brian Lurie
Philanthropic Fund*

Ariel Zwang, Co-Chair

Chief Executive Officer,

American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee*

Roni Rubenstein, Vice Chair

Kenneth Jacobson
National Director,
Anti-Defamation League*

Idit Klein
VP for Public Engagement,
New Israel Fund

Alisa Doctoroff
Member-at-Large

Michael Hirschhorn
President of the Trustees,
The Jacob and Hilda
Blaustein Foundation

Howard Sohn
Chair and Executive,
Fohs Foundation

Jeffrey Solomon*
Senior Advisor, Chasbro Investments,
The Karev Foundation

Rebecca Katz-White
Planning Director,
UJA-Federation of New York*

Stephanie Hausner

Chief Program Officer, Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations

*Founding Members

TEAM

Liron Shoham Hana Sloutski Ruth Stevens

Executive Director Communications Manager Educational Programs Developer
Erica Shaps Michal Barak Nour Dassouky

Associate Director Israel Representative Programs Associate

Miranda Hellmold Stone Camellia Darawsha Shay Strelzik

Operations Manager and  Israel Representative Rabbinic Intern

Programs Specialist



2025 IN NUMBERS
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Force Fellows expanded our reach sto learners and partner organizations,
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THE TASK FORCE IN 2025

In 2025, the long-awaited return of hostages and a ceasefire agreement brought two years
of ongoing war to a fragile close. Along with great relief, the uncertain path ahead held
many questions about the future of Arab citizens and Jewish-Arab relations in Israel’s
recovery.

For Arab citizens of Israel, the war in Gaza intensified the profound tension of belonging
to a state at war with a people to whom they are also deeply connected. Polarization and
mistrust remain high between Jewish and Arab communities, affecting Arab citizens’ sense
of horizon and hopes for a shared and equal future. For American Jews, the challenge of
holding complexity, maintaining cohesion, and staying connected to Israel across divisions
reshaped Jewish communal life.

Most of the Task Force’s work in 2025 focused on ensuring that Arab citizens are
included as an essential part of the American Jewish connection to Israel and seen as
vital partners for its resilience and recovery. We brought leading voices to speak with
funders about efforts to expand emergency preparedness and response capacities in Arab
communities, prevent the defunding of government socio-economic development budgets
(GR-550), and to explore challenges and opportunities for a shared recovery.

Our Israel education portfolio grew rapidly in response to urgent needs for programs,
pedagogy, and training that respond to American Jewish learners’ interest in multivocal
perspectives that cut through zero-sum discourse on Israel. Our first cohort of trained
Fellows, and a new initiative to develop sites for Israel educational travel, enhanced access
to Arab changemakers and generated dozens of programs and trainings despite war-
related disruptions.

Across these portfolios, we strengthened existing partnerships and forged new ones. We
accelerated our efforts to serve communal and rabbinic leadership with designated
programs, engagement, and a rabbinic internship, and developed new approaches to
elevating Arab citizens voices in the context of the ongoing conflict. At our Annual
Meetings in November, Arab citizens discussed their stake as partners in Israel’s future in
the region, creating an opportunity for American Jews to explore their own stake, and
consider what is lost when divisions silence underlying issues, values, and fears.

Looking ahead, our goal is to expand and strengthen the ways in which different
American Jewish constituencies can connect with Arab citizens of Israel around shared
needs to create a better and more hopeful future.

Thank you to all our members and partners for being part of this journey.

The Task Force Team




PHILANTHROPY

For nearly five years, funders have operated in a sustained state of emergency. From
COVID-19 through two years of war, the Task Force has supported philanthropy in

understanding how compounded crises uniquely affect Arab communities and which
interventions'are most effective. This work, carried.out with partners such as SVF, JFN,
JFNA, COP and'ALLMEP, has helped ensure Arab society remains an integral part of
emergency and.récovery givingiinlsrael. Looking ahead, we will continue connecting
funders with mnovatlve Ieaders and, |n|t|at|ves on the ground supportlng more informed

JFN Conference Session: Shared Future for Jewish
and Arab Citizens of Israel.

Zoom calls on US State Department funding freeze,
recovery and rehabilitation for Arab communities,
emergency preparedness gaps, and GR-550 funds
diversion.

Learning Day in Tamra - Between Crisis and Hope:
Integrating Arab Society into Recovery Efforts

Annual Foundation Forum Meeting centered on
lessons from GR-550, future priorities for Arab
society, and the capacity of local authorities and
clusters to support recovery and reimagine shared
civic life.

USAID Funding Freeze and Proposed Taxation Bill
2025 Israel State Budget Cuts and Arab Society
Arab Citizens in Israeli Hi-Tech: NGOs Work to Sustain the

Horizon

Emergency Response Needs of Arab Communities in the War

with Iran

Proposal to Divert GR-550 Funds to Ministry of National
Security

Arab Citizen Realities After Two Years of War

Recovery and Rehabilitation for Arab Communities

*L-R, T-B: Names and Titles. Ahmad Muhana, Director of
Qudra — Arab Philanthropists Network; Enaya Bana, Co-CEO
of AlBayader; Esther Akiva, Co-CEO, Tamar Center; Hassan
Towafra, Former Director, Authority for Economic
Development of Arab Society; Ifat Baron, Founder and CEO,
itworks; Imad Jaraisy, CEO of Injaz; Khoulod Ayuti Kharob,
Director at Boustan Foundation; Maisam Jaljuli, CEO of
Tsofen-Tashbik; Maria Jiries, CEO, Shittah Institute for Local
Policy; Dr. Nasreen Hadad Haj'Yahya, Vice President, New
Israel Fund - Israel; Ofer Dagan, Co-CEQO of Sikkuy Aufoq;
Raghad Jaraisy, Co-CEO of Sikkuy-Aufoq; Rana Fahoum,
Director, Center for Shared Society, the Shalom Hartman
Institute; Rasool Sa'ada, Co-CEO, AlBayader; Roeey Yessod,
Chief of Staff Authority for the Economic Development of the
Arab Sector; Dr. Safa Abu Rabia, Program Director at Yad
Hanadiv; Shahira Shalaby, Co-CEO of Abraham Initiative.


https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/usaid-funding-freeze-and-proposed-taxation-bill/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/2025-israel-state-budget-updates-and-arab-society/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/2025-israel-state-budget-updates-and-arab-society/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/arab-citizens-of-israel-two-years-into-the-war/
https://youtu.be/emkwGr3w-1k
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/proposal-to-divert-gr-550-funds-to-ministry-of-national-security/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/proposal-to-divert-gr-550-funds-to-ministry-of-national-security/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/emergency-response-gaps-increased-vulnerability-of-arab-communities-in-the-war-with-iran/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/emergency-response-gaps-increased-vulnerability-of-arab-communities-in-the-war-with-iran/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/emergency-response-gaps-increased-vulnerability-of-arab-communities-in-the-war-with-iran/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/emergency-response-gaps-increased-vulnerability-of-arab-communities-in-the-war-with-iran/

ISRAEL EDUCATION

In recent years, the Task Force has focused on strengthening its work in the Israel
education field by contributing content expertise and pedagogical support to
institutions that shape how American Jews learn about and engage with Israel. Through
s partnershlps with dozens of organizations, we have worked to expand access to high-
'Jquality programs and voices from-Arab society in Israel ‘while supporting educational

approaches that are ul.r.n-u\_’pnl Tor educators; learners; and changemakers alike

Speakers Fellowship Q Educational Travel

KEY MILESTONES IN 2025
N > [ J Cohorts 182 RRY Ecosystem

SPEAKERS FELLOWSHIP

? COHORT 1: In 2025, the pilot cohort
completed the first year of a two-year

speakers bureau. Despite significant war-
related disruptions, We organized 26
Fellows programs with 20 partner
organizations, reaching 845 participants.
Programs took place across a wide range
of settings, including synagogues,
community centers and federations in
the U.S and at NGOs, hotels, museums,
and community spaces across Israel.

? COHORT 2: In 2025, we recruited the second
Speakers Fellowship cohort, comprising nine

emerging changemakers from Arab society.
The Fellows represent diverse communities
from the Galilee to the Negev. Each is making
an impact in their communities across civil
society, journalism, social entrepreneurship,
tech, sports, and environmental initiatives.
The Fellowship kicked off with an in-person
retreat in January 2026. A U.S. speaking tour
is planned for early May 2026.




ISRAEL EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL ECOSYSTEM
SITE DEVELOPMENT, PROGRAMS, AND TRAININGS

The Task Force envisions a future in which educational experiences with Arab citizens are integral to
Israel education travel and a valued platform for Arab communities and organizations. To meet
growing demand for such experiences, we are building partnerships and developing sites in Arab
society that are ready to share their realities and visions with American Jewish learners. These
efforts made Israel educational travel our fastest growing programmatic portfolio.

9 curated learning experiences in Arab
) communities and shared society in Israel

The Task Force curated a catalogue of learning
experiences with Arab communities and shared society
organizations. It currently includes nine sites for

IN THE CATALOG:

Face to Face with Next-Gen Arab n‘

angemakers Various Locations

experiential programs based on geographic accessibility, e
presence of local speakers and guides, and facilities that SeFiing CefasTheosse: Cenmi ey, ]
can physically accommodate groups. We orient these Wyl ebiary Mewesan of A2

organizations and speakers on the goals and logistical e e e SR
needs of American groups, explore how they could 09

Desert Stars Main Campus, Beit Kama
Junction/Rahat

Bayond the Canvas: Exploring Shared 'In

ety through lsraeli Art

benefit from these opportunities, and prepare them to
share their stories with sincerity and integrity. Task Force
staff align expectations between visiting groups and our
partners, ensuring that speakers have space to share
what is most important to them. This growing catalog is

'.I'I.I.Av'r\rklulﬂum

Changemakers on the Ground "
Kfar Qasem

; 12

Wadi Misnas, Haifa

now an educators’ resource for high-quality programming
with Arab society.

Bedouin Desert Sustainabi
Wadi Attir. Megew

CATALOG OF LEARNING EXPERIENCES
WITH ARAB CITIZENS

Catalog Spotlight: Kfar Qasem Hub | 6 Programs in 2025
Located in the center of Israel and with a robust civil society,
Kfar Qasem emerged as a strategic hub for learners to
experience an Arab city first-hand. We built a strong
partnership with the local AJEEC gap year movement,
Tzofen-Tashbik, the Klika tech and entrepreneurship hub, and
the municipality, to grow capacity and interest in increasing
local educational tourism.



https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/learning-experiences-in-arab-communities-and-shared-society-in-israel/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/learning-experiences-in-arab-communities-and-shared-society-in-israel/
https://www.acitaskforce.org/resource/learning-experiences-in-arab-communities-and-shared-society-in-israel/

é 5 trainings for travel professionals

In 2025 the Task Force deepened our work across the Israel educational travel pipeline.
We partnered with American trip organizations, Israel-based tour operators, and worked
with educational guides to prepare and connect them to relevant sites and experiences. By
preparing educators, providing educational framing, and supporting program facilitation,
we reduce barriers to programming and ensure that encounters in Arab society are
meaningful and informative for a range of learners.

T ISRAEL EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE ? J2 ADVENTURES | TRAINING IN
(IETA) | GUIDE TRAINING AND TOUR IN KFAR QASEM
ABU GHOSH 78% of participants reported the
35 tour guides joined the training and tour. training provided a complex and
Participant reflection: “How can we nuanced view of Israel. Reflection:
incorporate Arab narratives that are very “How can we convey the complexity
different from our own into our programs?" of Arab society to tourists visiting in

the coming year?”

FIRST EDUCATORS’' CONVENING

At our 2025 Annual Meeting we held our first dedicated educators’
convening. Our presentation and discussion focused on pedagogical
frameworks for integrating content about Arab citizens into Israel
education in a post October 7™ reality.




PUBLICATIONS &
RESOURCES

In 2025, the Task Force continued to produce timely updates and resources to enrich
learning and engagement with Arab society in Israel. These resources support
educators, program professionals, and diverse audiences—whether as part of
structured programs, standalone learning, or broader curricula. Task Force resources
have been distributed at the IETA Conference, J2 trainings, JFN gatherings, the
Other Israel Film Festival, and among a broad network of Jewish educators and
learners.

KEY OUTPUTS

= Ongoing updates to our suite of

Publications on Emergency Needs , . .
. . explainers expected to be published
of Arab Society during War ‘ during the first quarter for 2026.

i Catalog & Calendar: A curated catalog of nine sites across Arab communities in
S Israel, alongside a calendar with key commemorated dates for 2025-2026, designed
to support planning programs with Arab citizens.

Weekly Media briefings highlighting news and developments relevant to Arab
communities in Israel, bi-monthly updates and a new quarterly educator newsletter.
A Pilot Newsletter showcasing 14 lesser-known events, research, and NGOs in Arab
society, aimed at tracking developments in the field.

Our media engagement led to the publication of an interview with Dr. Najla Asmar
examining the state of mental health in Israel’s Arab community post October 7th.

INSIGHTS THAT RESONATED:
MOST READ PUBLICATIONS

Emergency Response Needs of Arab Communities in the
® War with Iran

Demolitions, Pilot Zoning Plan for Bedouin Communities
“ Met with Protests

» Arab Society Navigating Trauma and Resilience

Proposal to Divert GR-550 Funds to Ministry of National
 Security


https://momentmag.com/najla-asmar-israeli-arab-mental-health/

2025 ANNUAL MEETINGS:
BETWEEN CRISIS AND HOPE

Over 120 participants and speakers from a range of organizations and

foundations gathered for the Task Force’s Annual Meetings in November.

This year's meetings featured a record number of Arab and Jewish speakers from Israel
discussing the impact of the war on vital aspects of Arab society and Jewish-Arab relations.
Through keynotes, breakout sessions, personal stories, and panel discussions, meeting topics
spanned socio-economic realities, experiences of Arab youth, political participation, and
rebuilding trust in Jewish-Arab relations. The program culminated with a panel and
workshop inviting participants to explore the unique stakes of Arab citizens and American
Jews as stakeholders in the conflict and the region’s future.

That evening, we hosted providing a dedicated space for
Israel education professionals to process the day’s content and consider how to bring these
conversations into their areas of work.

On November 6, delved deeper into the status of
national efforts to narrow socio-economic gaps, opportunities to ensure Arab citizens are
part of Israel’s recovery, and the role and potential of local authorities to strengthen Arab
communities from the ground up.




FINANCIAL RESOURCES

In 2025, the Task Force
continued to diversify and grow
our revenues through capacity
building and program grants.

Grant-funded programs include
the Speaker Fellowship and our
work bringing Arab society into
the educational tourism
ecosystem. Accelerator funding
from UpStart supported our
strategic growth.

Member dues from a wide
coalition of American Jewish
organizations continue to
provide the largest portion of
our operating budget. They
reflect the shared commitment
to Arab citizen issues as a
mainstream part of the
American Jewish connection to
Israel.

New members and dues
increases are vital to sustain our
growing portfolios.

2025 FINANCIALS

INCOME 2024 2025
Carryover / Unused $324,262 $187,423
Restricted

Member Dues $614,995 S642,275
Program Grants $90,941 $209,111
Other $61,984 $67,125
Income Total $1,092,182 $1,185,933
EXPENSES 2024 2025
Personnel $742,491 $864,028
Program Expenses $147,691 $63,179
Overhead $26,561 $37,835
Total Expenses $916,743 $965,042
RESERVES 2024 2025
Cash $250,000 $250,000



TASK FORCE MEMBERS

Alan B. Slifka Foundation
Alfred and Hanna Fromm Fund
Alisa Doctoroff
American Friends of Hand in Hand
American Friends of Hebrew University
American Friends of Kiddum / SAE
American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
American Friends of Rambam Medical Center
American Friends of the University of Haifa
American Jewish Committee
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anti-Defamation League
Arnow Family Fund
Carole Zabar
Caroline and Brian Lurie Philanthropic Fund
Central Conference of American Rabbis
Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations
Crown Family Philanthropies
Fohs Foundation
Friends of Givat Haviva
Frieze Family Foundation
Gimprich Family Foundation
Greater Miami Jewish Federation
Hillel International
Jacob & Hilda Blaustein Foundation
Jewish Agency for Israel
Jewish Council for Public Affairs
Jewish Federation Bay Area
Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor
Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles
Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest New Jersey
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia
Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh
Jewish Federation of Greater Washington
Jewish Federation of San Antonio

Jewish Federation of St. Louis

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Jewish Federations of North America
Jewish Funders Network
Jewish United Fund of Chicago
Jonathan Russo and Deborah Grayson
Joseph and Harvey Meyerhoff Family Charitable Funds
Klarman Family Foundation
Mimi and Peter Haas Fund
Morningstar Foundation
Naomi & Nehemiah Cohen Foundation
National Council of Jewish Women
New Israel Fund
New Jewish Narrative
One8 Foundation
Robert Kuchner & Phyllis Bernstein Philanthropic Fund (in
memoriam)
Ronald S. Roadburg Foundation
Roni Rubenstein and Barry Berson Charitable Fund
Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Social Venture Fund for Jewish-Arab Equality and Shared
Society
The Abraham Initiatives
The Associated: Jewish Federation of Baltimore
The Charles H. Revson Foundation
The CRB Family Foundation
The Gerard and Ruth Daniel Foundation, Inc and Friends of the
Daniel Centers for Progressive Judaism
The Hadassah Foundation
The Harry and Jeannette Weinberg Foundation
The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation
The LunArt Fund
The Rayne Trust
The Russell Berrie Foundation
The Wils Family Fund
T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights
UJA Federation of Greater Toronto
UJA-Federation of New York
Union for Reform Judaism
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation



PARTNERS

Our work in 2025 was shaped by the continued engagement of valued partners,
both longstanding and new. We thank all our partners for thoughtful
collaboration, programming, and support.
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2025 PROGRAMS

Jan 2 | UJA-Federation of New York (UJA-
NY), Hebrew Union College (HUC) | Kafr
Qasem Tour for HUC Students in Executive
Master's Program

Jan 20 | Israel Educational Travel Alliance
(IETA) Conference | Beyond the Bedouin
Tent

Feb 5| iCenter | Beit HaGefen Visit

Feb 5| UJA-Federation of New York (UJA-NY)
& Hebrew Union College (HUC) | Kafr Qasem
Tour for HUC Rabbinical Students

Feb 6 | The Task Force Foundation Forum and
ALLMEP | US State Department Funding
Freeze - Impact on Shared Society and
Peacebuilding NGOs

Feb 17 | The Task Force Foundation Forum |
Ronald S. Roadburg Foundation Board Trip |
Panel with Qudra and AlBayader

Feb 18 | Leading Bedouin Doctors: Resilience
via Early Childhood and Family Programs

Feb 25 | Mawared | Philanthropy and Local
Authorities

Mar 11| IPF Atid Boston | At the Table:
Women in Conflict Zones

Mar 18 | The New Israel Fund (NIF) | From
Despair to Action: Empowering Bedouin
Women in the Negev

Mar 23 | The Jewish Funders Network (JFN) |
A Strategic Priority - A Shared Future for
Jewish and Arab Citizens of Israel

Mar 25 | aChord at the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations (COP) | Intergroup Relations
and a Shared Jewish and Arab Future in
Israel

Mar 26 | Hillel at Dartmouth | Meeting with
Arab/Palestinian Changemakers in Israel

Apr 3 | Yahel-Repair the World Conference |
Best Practices for Service Learning
Programs in Arab Society

Apr 6-7 | Israel Educational Travel Alliance
(IETA) | Guide Training and Tour in Abu
Ghosh

Apr 6 | BBYO | Meeting with Arab/Palestinian
Changemakers in Israel

Apr 28 | The Task Force Foundation Forum
and the Social Venture Fund (SVF) |
Recovery and Rehabilitation for Arab
Communities

May 4 | Temple Emunnah | Arab Citizens of
Israel: Realities and Experiences since
October 7

May 14 | Hillel at Dartmouth | Art, Culture,
and Shared Society

May 17 | Anshe Emet [Shabbat Conversation
with Changemakers from Arab Society

May 19 | IPT Atid Chicago, AJC ACCESS, Base
| Arab Citizens of Israel: Realities and
Experiences since October 7

May 20 iCenter | Fellows Spring Seminar |
Voices from Arab Society in Israel

May 20 | Beth Shalom | Arab Citizens of
Israel: Realities and Experiences since
October 7

May 21| The Jewish United Fund (JUF) | Arab
Citizens of Israel: Realities and Experiences
since October 7

May 22 | IPF Atid New York, Base UWS |
Evening Salon with Emerging Arab Israeli
Leaders

May 22 | Central Synagogue | Prospects for
Peace with Task Force Speaker Fellows

May 25 | Birthright IGT | High-tech, Identity,
and Social Change

May 26 | Jaffa: An Inside Look at a Mixed City

Jun 5 | Milken Community School | Intro to
Arab Society: Wadi Ara Seminar

Jun 8 | Birthright IGT | Narrative, Identity,
and Belonging at the Tel Aviv Art Museum

Jun 11 | Merchavim, Melton School of Adult
Jewish Learning | Arab Citizens of Israel:
Realities and Experiences since October 7

Jun 12 | TAMID Group Fellowship | Diverse
Israeli Society

Jun 12 | The Task Force Foundation Forum |
Arab Citizens in Israeli High Tech: NGOs
Work to Sustain the Horizon

Jun 15 | Anshe Chesed | Rebuilding Trust and
Opportunity: Arab-Jewish Partnership in
Israeli High-Tech

Jun 18 | Jewish Community Relations Council
(JCRC) of San Francisco | Rebuilding Trust
and Opportunity: Arab-Jewish Partnership in
Israeli High-Tech

Jul 23 | The Task Force Foundation Forum |
Update on Emergency Needs in Arab Society
with Roeey Yessod

Aug 6 | Shorashim, The Maccabee Task Force
(MTF) | Arab Citizens of Israel: Realities and
Experiences since October 7

Aug 14 | IPF Atid and IPF Nativ | Voices of
Change: Opportunities and Aspirations of
Arab/Palestinian Changemakers in Israel

Sep 2 | Honeymoon Israel Staff and Board
Training

Sep 10 | UJA-Federation of New York (UJA-
NY) | Arab Citizen Realities After Nearly Two
Years of War

Sep 11| The Israel Policy Forum (IPF) | MK
Ayman Odeh in Conversation: The Role of
Palestinian Citizens of Israel in the Pursuit
of Peace

Sep 11| Smol Emuni | MK Ayman Odeh in
Conversation: The Role of Palestinian
Citizens of Israel in the Pursuit of Peace

Sep 11| The Marlene Meyerson JCC
Manhattan | Rabbinic Meeting with MK
Ayman Odeh: The Role of Palestinian
Citizens of Israel in the Pursuit of Peace

Sep 15 | Tamra: Tragedy and Response in the
Aftermath

Sep 17 | The Task Force Foundation Forum
and the Jewish Funders Network (JFN) |
Learning Day - Between Crisis and Hope:
Integrating Arab Society into Recovery
Efforts

Sep 29 | J2 Adventures | Training for Tour
Guides

Nov 5 | Task Force 2025 Annual Meeting:
Between Crisis and Hope

Nov 5 | Task Force 2025 Educators
Convening: Between Crisis and Hope

Nov 6 | Task Force 2025 Foundation Forum
Meeting

Nov 9 | The Z3 Project | Why Israeli Society
Feels Fractured and How a New Covenant
Can Be Forged-Z3 Conference 2025

Nov 11 | Milwaukee Jewish Federation
Leadership Trip | Shared Prosperity Through
Socioeconomic Mobility

Nov 13 | Honeymoon Israel | Complex
Identities in Art: A Journey Through Umm Al-
Fahm Museum

Nov 20 | Commonpoint | Art and Culture as
Shared Space

Nov 25 | The Task Force Foundation Forum |
Emergency Briefing: Proposal to Divert GR-
550 Funds to Ministry of National Security

Nov 27 | Dorot Foundation Fellowship |
Identities and Political Realities of
Palestinian Citizens of Israel

Nov 30 | Dorshei Emet | Dorshei Emet
Speakers Series: Arab Society in Israel (Alaa
Abu Ghalioun)

Feb 19 | Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations (COP) |
Experiences of Arab Citizens in the North
Amid the War

Dec 15| UJA-Federation of New York (UJA-
NY) & J2 Adventures | Shapiro Fellows Tour |
Education, Entrepreneurship, and
Employment: Realities of Arab Citizens in
Israel
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	For nearly five years, funders have operated in a sustained state of emergency. From COVID-19 through two years of war, the Task Force has supported philanthropy in understanding how compounded crises uniquely affect Arab communities and which interventions are most effective. This work, carried out with partners such as SVF, JFN, JFNA, COP and ALLMEP, has helped ensure Arab society remains an integral part of emergency and recovery giving in Israel. Looking ahead, we will continue connecting funders with innovative leaders and initiatives on the ground, supporting more informed and strategic philanthropy amid ongoing crisis and uncertainty.
	PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
	JFN Conference Session: Shared Future for Jewish and Arab Citizens of Israel.
	Zoom calls on US State Department funding freeze, recovery and rehabilitation for Arab communities, emergency preparedness gaps, and GR-550 funds diversion.
	Learning Day in Tamra – Between Crisis and Hope: Integrating Arab Society into Recovery Efforts
	Annual Foundation Forum Meeting centered on lessons from GR-550, future priorities for Arab society, and the capacity of local authorities and clusters to support recovery and reimagine shared civic life.

	RESOURCES FOR FUNDERS
	USAID Funding Freeze and Proposed Taxation Bill
	2025 Israel State Budget Cuts and Arab Society
	Arab Citizens in Israeli Hi-Tech: NGOs Work to Sustain the Horizon
	Emergency Response Needs of Arab Communities in the War  with Iran
	Proposal to Divert GR-550 Funds to Ministry of National Security
	Arab Citizen Realities After Two Years of War
	Recovery and Rehabilitation for Arab Communities

	SELECTION OF SPEAKERS

	ISRAEL EDUCATION
	In recent years, the Task Force has focused on strengthening its work in the Israel education field by contributing content expertise and pedagogical support to institutions that shape how American Jews learn about and engage with Israel. Through partnerships with dozens of organizations, we have worked to expand access to high-quality programs and voices from Arab society in Israel, while supporting educational approaches that are meaningful for educators, learners, and changemakers alike.
	KEY MILESTONES IN 2025
	Speakers Fellowship Cohorts 1&2
	Educational Travel Ecosystem

	SPEAKERS FELLOWSHIP

	ISRAEL EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL ECOSYSTEM SITE DEVELOPMENT, PROGRAMS, AND TRAININGS
	The Task Force envisions a future in which educational experiences with Arab citizens are integral to Israel education travel and a valued platform for Arab communities and organizations. To meet growing demand for such experiences, we are building partnerships and developing sites in Arab society that are ready to share their realities and visions with American Jewish learners. These efforts made Israel educational travel our fastest growing programmatic portfolio.
	curated learning experiences in Arab communities and shared society in Israel
	The Task Force curated a catalogue of learning experiences with Arab communities and shared society organizations. It currently includes nine sites for experiential programs based on geographic accessibility, presence of local speakers and guides, and facilities that can physically accommodate groups. We orient these organizations and speakers on the goals and logistical needs of American groups, explore how they could benefit from these opportunities, and prepare them to share their stories with sincerity and integrity. Task Force staff align expectations between visiting groups and our partners, ensuring that speakers have space to share what is most important to them. This growing catalog is now an educators’ resource for high-quality programming with Arab society.
	CHANGEMAKERS ON THE GROUND | Kfar Qasem
	Catalog Spotlight: Kfar Qasem Hub | 6 Programs in 2025
	Located in the center of Israel and with a robust civil society, Kfar Qasem emerged as a strategic hub for learners to experience an Arab city first-hand. We built a strong partnership with the local AJEEC gap year movement, Tzofen-Tashbik, the Klika tech and entrepreneurship hub, and the municipality, to grow capacity and interest in increasing local educational tourism.

	trainings for travel professionals

	FIRST EDUCATORS’ CONVENING
	PUBLICATIONS & RESOURCES
	In 2025, the Task Force continued to produce timely updates and resources to enrich learning and engagement with Arab society in Israel. These resources support educators, program professionals, and diverse audiences—whether as part of structured programs, standalone learning, or broader curricula. Task Force resources have been distributed at the IETA Conference, J2 trainings, JFN gatherings, the Other Israel Film Festival, and among a broad network of Jewish educators and learners.
	KEY OUTPUTS
	Publications on Emergency Needs of Arab Society during War
	INSIGHTS THAT RESONATED: MOST READ PUBLICATIONS
	Emergency Response Needs of Arab Communities in the War with Iran
	Demolitions, Pilot Zoning Plan for Bedouin Communities Met with Protests
	Arab Society Navigating Trauma and Resilience
	Proposal to Divert GR-550 Funds to Ministry of National Security

	FINANCIAL RESOURCES
	In 2025, the Task Force continued to diversify and grow our revenues through capacity building and program grants.
	Grant-funded programs include the Speaker Fellowship and our work bringing Arab society into the educational tourism ecosystem. Accelerator funding from UpStart supported our strategic growth.
	Member dues from a wide coalition of American Jewish organizations continue to provide the largest portion of our operating budget. They reflect the shared commitment to Arab citizen issues as a mainstream part of the American Jewish connection to Israel.
	New members and dues increases are vital to sustain our growing portfolios.
	Thank you to all our members and partners for making this work possible.



	2025 FINANCIALS
	INCOME
	2024
	2025
	Income Total
	$1,185,933
	$1,092,182

	EXPENSES
	2024
	2025
	Total Expenses
	$965,042
	$916,743

	RESERVES
	2024
	2025

	TASK FORCE MEMBERS
	PARTNERS
	Our work in 2025 was shaped by the continued engagement of valued partners, both longstanding and new. We thank all our partners for thoughtful collaboration, programming, and support.

	2025 PROGRAMS

